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be tender of mentioning them at all. But still the errors of
the dissenters are all fixed and determined, and must, upon
demand, be acknowledged by all the divines of our church,
whether they be called, in party phrase, high or low, moderate
or violent. And further, I believe it would be hard to find
many moderate divines, who, if their opinion were asked
whether dissenters should be trusted with power, could,
according to their consciences, answer in the affirmative;
from whence it is plain, that all the stir which the fanatics
have made with this word moderation, was only meant to
increase our divisions, and widen them so far as to make
room for themselves to get in between. And this is the
only scheme they ever had (except that of destroying root
and branch) for the uniting of Protestants, they so much
talk of.

I shall mention but one ill consequence more, which
attends our want of brotherly love; that it hath put an end to
all hospitality and friendship, all good correspondence and
commerce between mankind. There are indeed such things
as leagues and confederacies among those of the same party;
but surely God never intended that men should be so limited
in the choice of their friends : However, so it is in town and
country, in every parish and street; the pastor is divided
from his flock, the father from his son, and the house often
divided against itself. Men's very natures are soured, and
their passions inflamed, when they meet in party clubs, and
spend their time in nothing else but railing at the opposite
side; thus every man alive among us is encompassed with a
million of enemies of his own country, among which his
oldest acquaintance and friends, and kindred themselves, are
often of the number; neither can people of different parties
mix together without constraint, suspicion, or jealousy, watch-
ing every word they speak, for fear of giving offence, or else
falling into rudeness and reproaches, and so leaving them-
selves open to the malice and corruption of informers, who
were never more numerous or expert in their trade. Aiid as
a further addition to this evil, those very few, who, by the
goodness and generosity of their nature, do in their own
hearts despise this narrow principle of confining their friend-
ship and esteem, their charity and good offices, ta those of
their own party, yet dare not discover their good inclinations,